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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 

Dear ASANITES, in less than two months from now, we will be gathering again, this 

time in Abuja for our ASAN-NIAS Joint Annual Meeting (JAM). Apart from the 

platform that the JAM offers to showcase the contribution of our profession to 

animal agriculture in Nigeria and beyond, it is also a time to reach out beyond our 

usual cycle and make new friends. It is a time to explore new horizons. Although, 

without obfuscating words, the economy has not been friendly, I believe God for 

provision to enable us to attend the conference in our numbers. I look forward to 

seeing you all in Abuja. I must commend all members of the Local Organising 

Committee of Abuja 2023, led by our retired-but-not-tired Director, Mr John Taiwo, 

for their relentless hard work. They are already putting the finishing touches to all 

arrangements to ensure we have no less than a memorable time in Abuja.  

Before Abuja however, we will be having the first of our two pre-conference virtual 

symposia on Thursday, October 5, 2023, with the title Sustaining Animal Production 

in the Contemporary Dispensation. The tradition of convening the pre-conference 

symposia has put down roots as a precursor to the main theme of the ASAN-NIAS 

annual conference. It also serves the purpose of whetting our appetite ahead of 

the JAM.  As is our practice, it is a session that is devoid of technical verbiage but 

dissects the topic of discourse in simple terms that relevant people in positions of 

influence can relate with and ponder upon for the right policy thrust and 

implementation. I also look forward to a large turnout for this virtual meeting to 

engage with the seasoned lead presenter and discussants in a cross-pollination of 

ideas for a robust session. I would like to thank the Pre-Conference Symposia 

Committee, led by no other person than the VP 1 of the Association, Prof. Comfort 

Tuleun for all the labour behind the scenes. 

To all our members who recently got promoted or appointed to exalted offices, I 

say congratulations to all of you. The list is too long for the space here, but indulge 

me to mention my VP 1 again, Prof. Comfort Tuleun, who was recently appointed 

as the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Administration), Joseph Sarwuan Tarka University, 

Makurdi, following her success in the process of election for the position. We wish 

her an impactful tenure. To the other highly esteemed members I can’t mention 

in this column for want of space, see you in Abuja for ASAN’s Presidential 

handshake! 

ISIADINSO, RAYMOND O. (RAS, FNIAS, FASAN) 

ASAN PRESIDENT  
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THE 28TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF ASAN HOLDS IN ABUJA 

Abdulhameed Jimoh 

 

Preparations are in top gear for the 28th annual conference of the Animal Science 

Association of Nigeria which is scheduled to take place in Abuja. The conference 

coincides with the 12th Joint Annual Meeting (JAM) of ASAN and the Nigerian 

Institute of Animal Science (NIAS) commonly referred to as ASAN-NIAS JAM.  

 

The conference which holds between 12th and 16th November, 2023 will bring 

together numerous participants from the industry, academia and civil service. The 

conference will take place at the Abuja Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 

Lugbe, Abuja with the theme “Pathways to Addressing the Challenges of Climate 

Change in Animal Agriculture”. The sub-themes for the conference are Effective 

Harnessing of Alternative Feed Resources for Ruminants and Monogastrics to 

Address High Production Cost, Food and National Security; and Addressing 

Seasonal Egg Glut in the Poultry Industry in Nigeria.  

 

Several activities have been lined up for this year’s event and these 

include Registered Animal Scientists’ Induction ceremony, ASAN Fellows 

induction, Investiture of Distinguished Animal Scientists, Scientific papers 

presentations, ASAN Annual General Meeting and NIAS Annual General Meeting. 

There would also be side events like farmers’ forum, interaction with postgraduate 

students and young scientists, and product exhibitions. Dignitaries expected to 

grace the occasion include the Honourable Minister of Agriculture and Food 

Security, the Director of the Federal Department of Animal Husbandry Services, 

the immediate past Executive Secretary of Tertiary Education Trust Fund, and 

traditional rulers. 

 

Meanwhile, this year’s JAM is also unique as it is the year of elections. Elections will 

be held into ASAN NEC as well as NIAS Council.  
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ANIMAL PRODUCTION, UTILISATION AND HUMAN SUSTENANCE ARE STRONGLY 

INTERCONNECTED: AN OVERVIEW OF THE HITCHES IN OPTIMAL APPROPRIATION OF 

ANIMAL PRODUCTS AS FOOD IN NIGERIA 

Olugbenga Adeniran Ogunwole 

Agricultural Biochemistry & Nutrition Unit, Department of Animal Science, 

University of Ibadan, Ibadan, Nigeria 

2348033939829; oa.ogunwole@ui.edu.ng  

 

Introduction 

Unarguably, the entire discipline and practice of Agriculture are rested on a tripod 

which simply are the production of crops and animals (livestock and poultry) for 

human use. Oftentimes, crops produced for humans are consumed or deployed 

for livestock production. This is an intermediate or ancillary concern in that the 

products produced through such endeavour will ultimately be for the use of 

humans. This is also, a value-addition process for the raw crop and animal 

products by the animals for producing prime products, for human use.    

Nigeria does not have an accurate census of the livestock and poultry stocks. The 

values quoted are usually estimates which are not reliable and, therefore, cannot 

be relied upon. However, it is believed that Nigeria has considerable livestock — 

nearly 20 million cattle, 40 million sheep and 60 million goats — but about 30 

percent of slaughtered animals are purchased from abroad, mainly from 

neighbouring Cameroon, Chad, Mali and Niger (Vanguard, 2019). The estimated 

pig population as of year 2020 was 7, 991, 000 (Statista, 2020).   Poultry production 

in Nigeria amounts to 454,000 tons of chicken meat and 3.8 million eggs per year. 

The poultry stock was estimated to be 180 million birds (FAO, 2020)  

The above population of livestock and poultry is however abysmal considering the 

ever-increasing population of Nigeria. Particularly, the present population now 

estimated to be around 225 million requires enormous animal resources for its 

sustainability. According to government estimates, Nigeria, consumes 360,000 tons 

of beef each year, accounting for half of all West Africa (Vanguard, 2019). The 

above gives an annual estimate of 1.64kg per caput.  

Opinions have been expressed formally and informally on nutrition and foods in 

Nigeria. When it comes to food, particularly, those of animal origin, ‘everybody is 

an expert and the degree, depth, and dimension of assertions unlimited’. Most 

assertions on nutrition and foods lack empirical basis. Nearly everybody lays claim 

to being a nutritionist or food specialist in Nigeria. We need to beware of our 

avowals, particularly when untrue or not proven.  

about:blank
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There is therefore the need to broach concisely on the prevailing discourses which 

hitherto have in no small way contributed to reducing the impact of false 

proclamations on animal products, to engender appropriate demeanour to 

unassailable scientific thoughts in this respect 

Importance of Animals and Animal Products as Food for Humans 

Animals are indeed important to the sustenance of humans. The most critical 

usefulness of animals is their role as a source of food. Food is the most primal need 

of humans. Foods of animal origin are so important and are cardinally needed for 

humans’ sustenance. The main human foods exclusively from the animals are 

meat, eggs and milk (butter, cheese, yoghurt). Fish and other animals from the 

wild are also supplementary sources of animal products in these regards. 

The peculiarities of food of animal origin are many, and are not limited to those 

listed below, 

1. Foods of animal origin have peculiar composition and are usually of higher 

biological value compared to plants. The protein composition cannot be 

compared with those from plants and is usually devoid of antinutritional 

components present in plant food sources. The proteins of animals as food 

of humans, are complete with unique amino acid compositions which are 

incomparable to any plant protein sources. Amino acids like cysteine and 

methionine (the sulphur amino acid) are not found appreciably in the plant 

but are abundant in animal proteins. 

2. The minerals in animal products are also relatively more bioavailable and in 

the appropriate ratio for human use. Some minerals like sodium and 

chloride which are not found abundantly in plants are supplied when 

animal products are consumed by humans.  

3. Some vitamins like vitamin D and A are not found or produced in the plant. 

For instance, vitamins A and D, are not found or produced by the plant. The 

provitamins of vitamin A and vitamin D2 are produced in the plant and can 

only be turned into active vitamins (retinol and ergocalciferol, respectively) 

and can only be sumptuously supplied to humans when they consume 

animal products. Animal products like whole milk, butter, cheese, egg yolk, 

meat offals and other animal tissues are very rich in most of the vitamins 

when consumed as foods by humans. 

4. Choline is an important vitamin with important health benefits. Adequate 

choline intake lowers the risks and incidence of dementia, cardiovascular 

disease and cancer. The richest dietary sources of choline for humans are  
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fish, meat (lean pork, beef, lean chicken meat) dairy products and eggs. 

Many fruits and whole grains of cereals and pulses also contain choline. 

5. Essential fatty acids are highly required by humans for haemostasis. The 

three essential fatty acids; linoleic, linolenic and arachidonic acid are 

abundant in milk, egg, butter, cheese and other animal products.      

6. Other uses of animals for human sustenance aside from food are 

inexhaustible. Some of them are highlighted below. 

i. Use for security, law enforcement, guards, guides and guardians. 

ii. Companionship 

iii. Clothing: wool, swine hairs, broiler skin and other endless list of animal 

products are used in the industries for the provision of materials 

bordering on shelter, clothing and properties. 

iv. Work 

v. Transportation medium 

vi. Use in medicine, physiology, chemistry (food chemistry, 

confectioneries, etc.) biochemistry, etc. 

Several uses of animals for the sustenance and well-being of humans are known, 

however, none of these can rank with the use of animals and the products from 

the animals as food. 

Why Nigerians are Increasingly Hungrier?  

1. Inadequate production of Animal Products 

We do not have a sufficient number of livestock and poultry in Nigeria to wit 

the human population which is also ever increasing. There has been 

increasing alternative use for agricultural lands. The erstwhile land for 

extensive nomadic pastoral system is no longer available due to increasing 

urban and industrial need for it.  

2. We do not Consume Animal Products as Such in Nigeria: The Nigerian 

population is now estimated to be about 225 million. Nigerians do not 

consume what we produce. The endless postulations and inappropriate 

pronouncements against the consumption of animal products are rife. Most 

inappropriate technical pronouncements emanated from quacks, 

busybodies and mischief makers.    

3. Inadequate Production of Animal Products 

For several reasons, animal products are not sufficiently consumed by the 

populace. If not, the present output of animal products cannot meet up 

with half of the potential demands and the requirements of animal products 

for food alone, let alone the use for the industry. 
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4. Poverty/Low income: Due to inflation and increasing devaluation of naira 

over the years, the income of Nigerians has been drastically reduced. The 

effect has been on every item of livelihood, not limited to food 

procurement. Nigerians have over the years become poorer. The increasing 

poverty no doubt has contributed to reduced consumption of animal 

products.  

5. Ignorance and Half-Literacy: Most Nigerians fail to seek the truth and are 

ignorant of the enormous advantages of consuming foods of animal origin.  

6. Culture: Some of our cultural beliefs do not encourage the consumption of 

animal products. In Yorubaland, children are not encouraged to eat meat 

and eggs so they would not become greedy or start stealing. When eating 

together with the elderly ones, the young ones are given smaller pieces of 

meat and eggs than the adults. The adult would pick the choicest of the 

recipe leaving the residual lower-quality meat or eggs for the younger ones. 

 

Table 1: Per capita consumption of meat worldwide from 2019 to 2021, with a 

forecast for 2031, by region (in kilos)          

Regional/Continents in the World 2019-2021 2031 

 

North America 

 

98.5 

 

99.2 

Oceania 75.6 75 

Europe 63.2 65 

Latin America 60.9 63.4 

Africa 13.1 12.7 

World/Global Average 34.01 34.1 

 

Source: Adapted from Shahbandeh, 2022.  

 

7. Inadequacy and Ineffective Regulation: What is to be consumed or 

avoided are keen matters of regulation in the developed world. 

Periodically, the USDA issues guides and controls what to consume in the 

USA. In Nigeria, barring scanty directives on some prohibitive items by the 

NAFDAC and NIAS, sometimes, Nigerians are left to decide on what to 

consume. Most food and feed processors are left to present whatever they 

haul to the populace in the manner that is most pleasing to them. Foods 
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 that are sold to the public are poorly regulated and are of diverse quality 

and standards.  

8. Inadequate Research and Processing Know-how: In Nigeria, animal 

products are not processed to many alternative products. Meat is mainly 

cooked and so consumed. Suya, kundi, dambunama and kilishi are some 

of the few forms of processed meat products. Eggs are mainly cooked or 

fried for consumption as omelet. The need for impactful research to 

develop products from animals will go a long way to enhance animal 

production in Nigeria. 

9. Infrastructural Deficiencies: Infrastructural facilities in the country require 

complete overhauling and improvement. Sustainable livestock and poultry 

industry needs constant electricity supply, motorable roads and railways, 

security provision and suitable environments. 

10. Quackery and Incompetence: One of the greatest hindrances to desirable 

production of livestock and poultry in Nigeria is quackery. Quackery and 

incompetence are rife in the livestock and poultry industries. 

11. Fear of Red Meat Intake: Nigerians do not even consume sufficient meat, of 

whichever colour. The current abysmal consumption is further being 

depleted by overt and covert pronouncements against the intake of 

animal products. These statements ought to be applicable to where 

excessive intakes of animal products are envisaged. It should not be in 

Africa, nay Nigeria where there is gross protein undernutrition (Isoun, 1988)    

 

Global Meat Consumption Pattern, country-wise/continent-wise 

The global meat consumption pattern is shown in Table 2 below. 
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Table 2: Abridged Meat consumption by country/Countries by meat consumption per capita (kg/person) 

 

Country (2002) (2009) (2017)  (2017) (2019) 

      

Algeria 18.4 19.5 20.32 18.06  

Australia 108.2 111.5 114.26 121.61 89.6  

Austria 94.1 102 84.94 87.23   

Benin 16.2 20.9 16.82 20.24   

Brazil 82.4 85.3 99.36 77.32 78.9  

Cameroon 14.4 12.7 12.27 11.98   

Canada 108.1 94.3 90.09 82.63 70.2  

Côte d'Ivoire 11.3 13.3 11.22 12.38   

 Chad 14.3 13 11.56 26.48   

 China 52.4 58.2 61.7 60.60 45.7  

 Denmark 145.9 95.2 76.87 70.83   

 Egypt 22.5 25.6 28.51 26.29 20.0  

 Ethiopia 7.9 8.5 7.2 5.40 3.1  

 Finland 67.4 74.8 75.38 76.70   

 France 101.1 86.7 77.97 83.05   

 Germany 82.1 88.1 80.5 87.79   

 Ghana 9.9 13.9 13.82 13.73   

 Israel 97.1 96 97.82 97.02 90.0  

 Italy 90.4 90.7 77.52 80.96   

 Japan 45.9 45.9 49.34 49.33 41.6  

Netherlands 89.3 85.5 64.5 75.82   

 New Zealand 142.1 106.4 87.95 100.90 75.2  

 Nigeria 8.6 8.8 7.33 7.15 5.0  

 Russia 51 69.2 76.35 76.62 62.5  

Senegal 17.7 15.8 15.2 14.13   

Sierra Leone 6.1 7.3 8.55 8.23   

South Africa 39 58.6 62.49 60.03 51.6  

 Sweden 76.1 80.2 74.04 77.07   

 Togo 8.5 11.7 12.1 12.58   

USA 124.8 120.2 121 124.11 100.9  

Source: FAO (2004); Meat consumption per capita refers to the total meat retained for use in country per person per year. Total meat includes meat from animals 

slaughtered in countries, irrespective of their origin, and comprises horsemeat, poultry, and meat from all other domestic or wild animals such as camels, rabbits, 

reindeer, and game animals., Per capita (person) calculations were conducted by WRI using FAO data on meat production and trade and using U.N. data on 

population. Meat consumption was calculated using a trade balance approach - total production plus imports, minus exports. 
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The Main Dietary Habits Leading to Early Death of Humans in Nigeria 

1. Excessive Sugar Intake: Excessive intake of sucrose and other soluble sugars 

have been linked to the prevalence of Type II Diabetes and other terminal 

ailments of Nigerians. Indulgence in beverages, processed foods is the main 

cause of disease aetiology and early death. 

2. Excessive Salts Intake: Intake of table salt now far exceeds dietary 

requirements/ allowance. Excessive sodium intake is strongly linked to the 

aetiology of CVD and hypertension in humans (De Walle, 2018).   

3. Excessive Intake of Monosodium Glutamate: Monosodium glutamate 

which is mostly used as a sweetener and seasoning is widely consumed in 

Nigeria. The main reason for its high toxicity is mainly its sodium content 

(Zehra et al., 2017).  

4. Alcohol: Alcohol intake when habitual or excessive contributes immensely 

to disease onset in humans. The body organs are weakened and may be 

one of the reasons for early death in humans (Boxi et al., 2017).   

5. Food Processing: Over-processing of natural foods is one of the major 

contributors to disease onsets in humans. Foods consumed in their natural 

state are healthier while processing destroys the food quality. Through 

processing, the inherent nutrients are destroyed and the residues of 

processing chemicals are left in the processed foods/foodstuffs (Shahidi, 

2020).   

6. Drugs Addiction and Use: Addiction and too much intake of drugs is also a 

main contributor to the onset of several diseases and deaths in humans 

(Link and Phelan, 2009). 

7. Smoking: Smoking is one of the human habits that contribute to disease 

onset and early death of humans globally (Soliman et al., 2023). 

Thus, the problem of nutrition in Nigeria is NOT the dietary consumption of red 

meat as earlier shown above, or cholesterol, as earlier posited (Ogunwole, 2020).  

 

Conclusion 

Nigerians do not consume sufficient nutrients of animal origin required for healthy 

livelihood, proper liveability and longevity due to increasing inclement economic 

conditions and associated problems of animal production. Most hypes on 

consumption of animal products stemmed from quacks and questionable 

sources. Responsible nutrition and food consumption are hinged on balanced 

and adequate ingestion with special attention paid to moderation.  
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

ASAN EDO MARKS ONE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY, EMPOWERS VULNERABLE WOMEN IN 

EDO STATE WITH POULTRY PRODUCTION INPUTS 

Mr. Efezino S. Abel 

General Secretary, ASAN Edo State Branch 

Lecturer, University of Benin, Benin City 

 

In a noteworthy endeavour to enhance nutrition and food security in Edo State, 

the Animal Science Association of Nigeria (ASAN) Edo State Branch celebrated its 

one-year inauguration anniversary by extending a helping hand to the 

underprivileged. The association distributed 60 poultry birds and six bags of 50kg 

poultry feed to six vulnerable women from the South Senatorial District of the State. 

This heartwarming event was held at the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security 

in Benin City, Edo State, on Saturday, September 23rd, 2023. 
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Under the leadership of ASAN Edo State Branch Chairman, Mr. Peter 

Aikhuomobhogbe, this benevolent initiative underscores the association's 

unwavering commitment to enhancing the livelihoods of disadvantaged persons 

in the State. Each beneficiary was presented with ten 4 weeks old chicks and a 

50kg bag of feed, thus providing them with the opportunity to engage in 

homestead poultry farming. Aikhuomobhogbe shared that the initiative extends 

beyond this event, stating, "Our aim is to empower 10 vulnerable women across 

the three senatorial districts of the state with these production inputs. Hence, a 

separate programme will be held to empower women from Edo North and Edo 

Central Senatorial Districts." 

The Chairman with great enthusiasm highlighted the reason why the association 

decided on the promotion of homestead poultry farming. In his words, he stated 

as follows, "What we are doing is to encourage everybody to have at least 10 to 

20 poultry birds at the back of their houses. It will help you during festivities when 

you would need them." He expressed heartfelt gratitude to the supporters of the 

association over the past year and enumerated the significant accomplishments 

of the association, which encompassed initiatives geared towards uniting 

members, promotion of animal husbandry practice in the state, conduct of 

training programmes, development of a 3-year strategic plan, and inauguration 

of three of the five delineated chapters in the State, viz; Edo North, Edo South I 

and South II chapters. 

At the event, the Chairman also stated that sequel to the development of a 3-

year strategic plan for the Branch, five committees have been constituted to help 

with the implementation of the plan. These committees include the Advocacy 

Committee, Membership Committee, Education Committee, Awards Committee, 

and Outreach Committee, all of which are tasked with specific roles in steering 

the plan of actions of the association for the next three years. He also made a 

commitment to establish a resource-generating enterprise for the association and 

reiterated the branch’s willingness to engage in smart partnerships with Edo State 

Government and the private sector.  

Professor M.A. Bamikole, a distinguished Animal Scientist and the current Director 

of Research and Development at the University of Benin in Benin City, expressed 

his delight at the empowerment programme. Professor Bamikole acknowledged 

the significant accomplishments of the Branch within just one year of its 

establishment. He praised the state executive committee for their innovative 

contributions and exceptional achievements. Additionally, he offered valuable 
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encouragement, urging them to remain steadfast in their dedication to the 

association's overarching goals. Also, Mr. Kingsley Imasuen, the State Chairman of 

the Poultry Association of Nigeria (PAN), conveyed his heartfelt appreciation to 

ASAN, Edo State Branch for their generous support and implored well-meaning 

Nigerians to continue rallying behind farmers in Edo State. One of the 

beneficiaries, Mrs. Joy Ugwu, speaking on behalf of others extended her gratitude 

for the assistance, emphasizing the significance of the love and care shown to 

them. 

Among the notable highlights of the event were the distribution of poultry birds 

and feeds to the beneficiaries and the inauguration of the Edo South II Chapter 

of the Association. This new chapter, hosted by the Ministry of Agriculture and 

Food Security in Benin City, will be chaired by Mr. Eno Otamere, Director of Animal 

Husbandry Services of the Ministry. These activities underscore ASAN Edo State 

Branch steadfast commitment to advancing the animal science profession and 

advocating for ethical animal husbandry practices throughout the state.  

The one-year anniversary celebration not only marks a milestone for the 

association but also stands as a testament to the enduring spirit of togetherness in 

fostering economic growth and service delivery to society. 

ASAN Edo Chairman, Mr. Peter Aikhuomobhogbe [R], presenting one of the beneficiaries of ASAN Edo 1-Year 

Anniversary Empowerment Programme with production inputs (M), assisted by Mr. Kingsley Imasuen, PAN Edo 

Chairman [L] 
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Members of the Edo State Branch of ASAN in a group photograph to mark the 1-Year Anniversary of the 

Branch on September 23rd, 2023 at the State’s Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ASSAN VISITS NIAS 

Fola Adebayo 

The National body of the Animal Science Students Association of Nigeria (ASSAN), 

led by its President Mr Abdulfatai Luqmqn and the Assistant Secretary General, Mr 

Precious Ojeniyi, paid a courtesy call on the Registrar, Prof. Eustace Iyayi and 

Management of the Nigerian Institute of Animal Science (NIAS) on Tuesday 5 

September, 2023. Stating the purpose of the visit, the President who assumed 

office with other members of his cabinet on 27 January 2023, said he came to 

seek opportunities for improved participation of the students’ body in ASAN-NIAS 

conferences. His other requests included the Registrar’s support for the 

Association’s conference slated to be held next year at the Federal University of 

Technology, Minna.  

While responding, the Registrar, Prof. Iyayi commended Mr Luqman for his 

initiative, noting that the visit was the first of its kind from the students’ body of the 

profession. He promised to look into all the issues and requests tabled before him. 
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Standing from the left: Mr Olufemi Atunbi, Head, Department of Inspectorate and Compliance; Dr 

Olabisi Akinfolarin, Head, Department of Education and Liaison; Prof. Eustace Iyayi, Registrar/CEO; 

Mr Abdulfatai Luqman, President, ASSAN; Mr Precious Ojeniyi, Assistant Secretary General, ASSAN; 

and Dr Fola Adebayo, Head, Department of Training and Internship.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

SOLICITOR SWEARS IN AKWA IBOM STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF ASAN 

Udoh Inyang 

The swearing-in ceremony of the newly elected members of the State Executive 

Committee (SEC) of the Akwa Ibom State Branch of ASAN took place on 24 

August 2023, at the Conference Room, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 

Development, Idongesit Nkanga Secretariat, Akwa Ibom State. The event which 

was chaired by Mr Idongesit Oko, an industry practitioner, had in attendance the 

State Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development, ably represented by 

the Director of Animal Husbandry Services, Dr Nnam-Okou Orok. The occasion was 

also graced by members of the Association from the Academia, the State Ministry 

of Agriculture and Rural Development, Local Government Service, and the 

industry. 

 



 

18 
 

 

Goodwill messages from Mr Idongesit Oko and Dr Orok bordered on the need to 

re-energize, refocus and rebrand the profession in Akwa Ibom State in order to get 

tangible results. Mr Idongesit Oko particularly spoke on factors bedevilling farmers 

in the State, which he noted to be lack of Infrastructure, global economic crises, 

non-access to credit facilities, lack of insurance cover, menace of quackery and 

inadequate storage facilities. He called for deliberate government intervention to 

resolve the issues. He charged the incoming executive members to actively 

engage with both the government and private sector with a view to solving the 

stated challenges. 

The oath of office was administered by the invited solicitor on the members of the 

SEC with the Chairman, Mr Ime Akpadiaha taking the lead. In his acceptance 

speech, the newly sworn-in Chairman thanked all the invited dignitaries for 

gracing the occasion. He also showed his appreciation to Prof. Ime Ebenso for 

providing entertainment. The Chairman called for volunteerism from all members 

in the State to move the Association to greater heights. 

 
The swearing-in ceremony at the Conference Room, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Idongesit 

Nkanga Secretariat, Akwa Ibom State 
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UNIZIK: THE DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL SCIENCE IN COLLABORATION WITH ASSAN 

HOLDS AN INDUCTION CEREMONY FOR FRESHERS 

News Credit: Ikenna Nwokedi, Flash News Express. 

The Department of Animal Science, Faculty of Agriculture, Nnamdi Azikiwe 

University, Awka in collaboration with Animal Science Students Association of 

Nigeria (ASSAN) on Tuesday, August 1st, 2023 held her induction ceremony for her 

year one students. 

The induction ceremony held at the Faculty of Agriculture Hall is part of activities 

geared towards enlightening the freshers about their course of study and 

significance, the Department and vital information about the University under the 

administration of the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Charles Esimone, FAS. 

In her address, the Dean of the Faculty, Prof. Cordelia Ebenebe stated that the 

essence of the induction ceremony was to buttress the importance of Agriculture 

and the role it plays in nation-building as well as the significance of Animal Science 

as a course. Prof. Ebenebe informed the students that they are at the right place 

and studying a course with great potential as agriculture is the focus now, 

especially for a nation that wants advancement in all sectors. The Dean also 

informed the students to focus on their course of study both in theory and 

practicals as they are potential entrepreneurs bearing in mind that agriculture 

makes one to be employed and self-reliant. 

In his remarks, one of the special guests and the House Committee Chairman on 

Agriculture at the Anambra State House of Assembly, Hon. Golden Chukwuebuka 

Iloh described UNIZIK as a foremost institution in the nation where giants endowed 

with immense capacity are churned out on an annual basis. Hon. Iloh highlighted 

the importance of agriculture as a profession that aids one to be self-reliant. 

On his part, the Anambra State Commissioner for Agriculture, Hon. Dr. Foster 

Ihejiofor admonished the students to know that their coming to the Ivory Tower is 

to seek knowledge and create innovation and growth in the agricultural sector, 

especially in the area of animal science. Hon. Ihejiofor reminded them that they 

should see themselves as lucky to be admitted into the Faculty of Agriculture. He 

urged them to expunge the erroneous notion that gaining admission to study 

Animal Science is a mistake and those who feel so should have a rethink. The 

Commissioner for Agriculture opined that Food is fundamental for health as health 

is a result of hardwire defence mechanisms which are sustained by food. 
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The Dean, Faculty of Agriculture, Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Prof. (Mrs) Cordelia Ebenebe, flanked on her right 

by the House Committee Chairman on Agriculture Anambra State House of Assembly, Hon. Golden Iloh, and 

on her left by the Anambra State Commissioner for Agriculture, Hon. Dr. Foster Ihejiofor. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

EVENTS 

 

Conferment                                                                                                                     

Professor Elias S. BOGORO was conferred with the award of D.Sc(h.c) by 

the University of Jos. 

 

Appointment/Election 

1. Alhaji Kolo Geidam LAWAN appointed as FCT Secretary for 

Agriculture by President Bola Ahmed Tinubu. 
 

2. Dr Malachi TIZHE was elected as Dean, School of Agriculture, 

Federal Polytechnic, Mubi.  
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3. Prof. (Mrs) Cordelia I. EBENEBE was elected as Dean, Faculty of 

Agriculture Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka.    

                                                                        

4. Prof. Maikano M. ARI was appointed as Dean, School of Post -

Graduate Studies, Nasarawa State University, Keffi.  

 

5. Prof. Andrew B. OMOJOLA was elected as Dean, Faculty of Agriculture, 

University of Ibadan, Ibadan. 

 

6. Prof. Comfort D. TULEUN was elected as Deputy Vice-Chancellor 

(Academic) Joseph Sarwuan Tarka University, Makurdi. 

 

7. Prof. Isaac S. BUTSWAT was re-elected as Deputy Vice-Chancellor 

(Administration), National Open University of Nigeria. 

 

8. Prof. Demo J U. KALLA was appointed as the Pioneer Focal Lead, 

Intellectual Property and Technology Transfer Officer (IPPTTO) at Abubakar 

Tafawa Balewa University, Bauchi. 

 

9.  Dr Sani SAIDU was elected Dean, School of Vocational Education Federal  

College of Education, Yola. 

 

10. Prof. Terzungwe AHEMEN was elected as Dean, College of Animal Science, 

Joseph Sarwuan Tarka University, Makurdi. 

 

Promotion 

 

1. Dr. Mrs Rose D. IDI, Bauchi State Agricultural Development Programme 

(BSADP), confirmed as substantive Director, of Planning, Research and 

Statistics,) and also appointed as the state Project Coordinator L-Press 

Project, a World Bank/FGN-sponsored project. 
 

2. Emmanuel O. EWUOLA, University of Ibadan, promoted to the rank of 

professor. 

 

3. Jude UBUA, Taraba State University, Jalingo, promoted to the rank of 

professor. 
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4. Martha Dupe OLUMIDE, Babcock University, Ilishan-Remo, promoted to the 

rank of professor. 

 

5. Ime EBENSO, University of Uyo, promoted to the rank of professor. 

 

6. Dozie N. ONUNKWO, Michael Okpara University of Agriculture, Umudike, 

promoted to the rank of professor. 

 

7. David T. SHAAHU, Joseph Sarwuan Tarka University, Makurdi, promoted to 

the rank of professor. 

 

8. Adeolu ODEDIRE, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, promoted to the rank 

of professor. 

 

9. John ABIONA, Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta, promoted to the 

rank of professor. 

 

10.  Adebisi ADEYINA, University of Ilorin, promoted to the rank of professor. 

 

11.  Samuel ALU, Nasarawa State University, promoted to the rank of professor. 

 

 

 

Obituary   

1. Prof. Abel Okwori, Joseph Sarwuan Tarka University, Makurdi 

2. Prof. (Mrs) Utibe-Abasi H. Udo, University of Uyo 

3. Comrade Gyang Dangana, Jos North Local Government Council 

4. Prof. Valentine A. Aletor, Federal University of Technology, Akure 

5. Prof. (Mrs) Modupe Orunmuyi, Federal University, Oye-Ekiti 

May their souls rest in peace. 
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